A morphological study of nerve biopsies from cases of multibacillary leprosy given multidrug therapy.
Nerve biopsies were examined from 17 cases of lepromatous leprosy given WHO-recommended multidrug therapy (MDT) for 2 years. The pathological changes were assessed qualitatively and quantitatively to judge the effectiveness of MTD. The nerves varied very considerably in the severity of their lesions. Some regenerating fibres were seen in most of the nerves. In a few cases, the nerves were almost entirely populated by regenerated fibres, confirming that MTD was effective in halting the disease process within the nerve. Mycobacterium leprae showed morphological features of degenerate bacilli. Some pathological features of the lepromatous lesion are described.